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On Monday, March 31, 2003, Orange 
County Housing and Community 
Development (OCHCD) and Orlando 
Housing Authority held a joint landlord 
workshop. In attendance were 125 
property owners, managers and realtors. 
Topics covered during the three hour 
workshop included the Section 8 
Program, Housing Quality Inspections, 
Project-Based Vouchers, Homeownership 
Program, Fraud and Fair Housing. 

Landlord
Workshop

Perhaps the best way to avoid problem 
tenants is not to lease to them in the first 
place. A good screening policy can reduce 
the likelihood of renting to tenants that will 

cause an owner financial and legal problems in the future. OCHCD strongly 
urges participating property owners and mangers to adopt a thorough 
tenant screening policy as standard practice. One of the biggest 
misconceptions about the voucher program is that participants are 
screened by the housing agency. The housing agency determines eligibility 
for the Section 8 program. It does not determine their suitability as 
tenants. That responsibility, as with all tenants, lies with the property 
owner or manager.

When developing a tenant screening policy, keep in mind that an effective 
policy should help you identify and weed our individuals who have a 
history of problems such as destruction of property, criminal activity and 
late rent payments.

You may choose to do credit checks, criminal history checks, reference 
checks with previous landlords or home visits to the prospective tenant. In 
order to check their credit history and criminal history you will need adults 
to sign a background check authorization to release the information. Upon 
written request, OCHCD will provide you with the names, addresses and 
phone numbers of previous landlords of voucher participants that have 
been on the program here for at least one year.

Whatever screening policy you develop, educate 
yourself regarding fair housing laws. It is imperative 
that all applicants are treated equally. Whatever 
screening procedure you use for one prospective tenant 
should be used for all. It is illegal to deny housing to 
applicants based on age, race, color, religion, sex, national origin,number 
of children or because a person has a disability. 
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