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Orange County Convention Center
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Orange County Growth Management Department, Planning Division
Susan Caswell, AICP, Planning Manager 

Jim Ward, RLA, AICP, Chief of Urban Design
Chris Gritzmacher Senior Planner 

Jenni Bryla Senior Planner 

A three-member jury arrived in Orange County on July 20, 2007, for project site 
visits and award selections.  This year’s jurors are: 
Todd Yeomans, AIA, Smith Architects P.A
Sarasota, FL 
Vikas Mehta PhD., Assistant Professor
School of Architecture and Community Design
University of South Florida 
Tampa, FL 
Lester Abberger, J. Keith Arnold & Associates
Tallahassee, Florida  

The members of the jury are prominent design and development professionals 
from outside of Orange County, and have no direct afýliation with Orange County 
Government, its advisory boards, elected ofýcials, or any project submissions.  No 
member of Orange County Government, the Board of County Commissioners, or 
the Urban Design Commission were involved in the judging or selection of category 
winners.

In January 2006, Orange County Government and the Urban Design Commission 
ofýcially launched the ýrst Design Excellence Awards Program in unincorporated 
Orange County.  By doing so, the Mayor seeks to recognize outstanding design 
achievements in planning, architecture, urban design, green building, landscape 
architecture, environmentally-sensitive, and neighborhood improvement projects.   

The Program

Urban Design Commission

The Urban Design Commission (UDC) is an advisory board of design and 
development professionals that provide recommendations for design standards 
and guidelines in unincorporated Orange County.  
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