
appcoach af repwin~ i m p y  
in Tkcodore'n m e  cordersv for irmace, the 
MfwRllkhe t d *  hb wifeBePcricee\rer).mcrniqofdLe thiry- 

t h a  we begin to 8mffecigte con-, or&wry tiG-n@? Prd our 
rcspoaribiiiiiry to sham with o b .  Indeed, his d m m g e r  US 
toqprecinethcFpn&tweue;dive. 

The 

ART IN THE CHAMBERS 
This is a program of the Orange County Arts & Cultural AfTairs 
Office. The Works of Leon L. Theodore From The Zora N d e  
Hurston National Museum of Fine Am exhibition adds to 
exhibitions from the O r l d  Museum of Am, the Cornell Museum 
of Fine Art and he A 4 a i M  Art Center which have been featured 
previously. The Art in the Chambers pmgmm presentri sane of 
C e n d  Floridas d b w n  co-s a d as the wok of 
nationally known d m  who live ar work in Orange Counry. The 
Public Art Rev'rew Committee rn& shibirian s d m h s  &mgh 
an annual review p-. ldcm informtian is avail& from the 
A r t r & C ~ ~ r ~ ~ .  

O h  was ostnblished by Mayor 
RichsrdT Grottgmdthe BannlofCodcncy C Q m W m i R  
2001. The Offids mission is to &mate C e n d  Florida's am and 
dm to a a m  Mtting a world-cIm cmmnuniy. The d%x 
works with he Arts & CdnUa Advisory Council to h d  
am pmjeas in the mmmunirg from a percentage dths Tourist 
Development Tax revenues. For more i&rmation &ck the web 
site, ht&://www.d.nedarcs or dl Terry Olson ot 4071836-5%0 
or e m d  at Terry.(Slsorr@o&.net, 

Public Art Review Committee: 
Judy Ann Albemon, Chair; Que Throm, Vice Chair; Ricardo 

Agdar; Arthur Blumenthal; Carolyn Fennell; Susie Findell; Anne 
Grey; Robert H i ;  Michael Houston; Marena Grant Momsey; 

John Warbington 

'lease join be sure to see chis exhibition as well: 

F L O R I D A  

Orange County Admigistration Center 
201 S. Rosalind Amue 

Orlando 

FROM 
THE ZORA NEALE HURSTON MUSEU~U. 
JANUARY 14,2005 - MAY 15,2005 



I Leon I,. Theodore (1929-1999) American 

rheodore's work is characterized by the reusing of image&& his . 
work f w d  on the principles of art, design, repetition, conttast, 
color, etc. motifs indicative of Christianiry (Christ figures, fish, 
door Lm~ckers, etc.) which appear in earlier works, return in later 
works. A good example of this stylistic component ofthe artist's 
work is the repeated linocut figure of the blind man in Blind 
World (ca. early 1970's). about 20 years later m 1993 

Linoc~tfCharcoaJ~iansfer~ 40 x 36" 
Collection of Mrs. Maxine Hixon 
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, W d o E f A t d *  THE ZORA NEALE HURSTON 
(199& 

c%arcodTTder, 44 o XB8" 
NATIONAL MUSEUM 

OF FINE ARTS 
Established in1990, the Zon N d e  Hurston National Museum of 
F i  Am (The Hurston) h a program ofThe Association w Preserve 
the Eatonde Community, Inc. (EELC). Its mission is to provide a 
place "in the heart af the community" where the public can view the 
work of artists olFAGcan descent, who live on the Continent and/or 
in the D i r a .  The k o n  represents om of EE.C.5 major 
inirkrives e it seeks to develop bit Eamnville into one of 
h d s  premier h e t i i  communities. 

A review of its exhibitions scheduled over the paet 15 yeas reveals 
two major pe& in The Hutstods developmen: (1) 1990 - 1998 
and (2) 199% - present. Dvring the &t nine years, Leon L. 
Theodore (1929 - 1999), volunteer museum ditector, oversaw all 

and established, among 
Adam and Eve, (1975) quration for quality shows. The 

LinocutfCharcoal -August 7,1999), which celebrated 
arked a m i t i o n  for the 

institution. Thk show kcured legendary &ts J& Biggem, 
Elizabeth Carlerc, W a  Lewis, and William kjaud. Since The 
+ds Setk the museum has c a n t i d  to exhibit rhe w o r k  of 
m e  ofthe &on> most prominent contemporary at&=. W~th  the 
help d G y k  Wi Coke2 acting as guest curatorp The Humon 

Ambrosia of La$, (1993) has brought to the C e n d  Florida am community artisn such as 

LinocutfCharcoaVTisfer, 24 x 36" 
Canie h4ae Weans, T q  Adtins, Willie Birch, Faith Ringgold, 
AIbem Chong, Whidield Lovdl, and, most recently Benny Andrewa. 

by Leon L ' lh~dore (1929 - 1999) 
generous man who created multi-layered 

compeaiuons abwt o r & q  things. His work reveals his 
app&Eion for the simple things in life and his willingness to share 
that appreciation with others, He was not dependent on his art for 
income; neibr was he concerned with becoming h o u s .  Because 
of chis freedom he created at strictly for pusanal enjoyment and 
dwMe to fosus primarily on the beauty found in everyday things. 
Theodore often usad simple things l i i  leaves, heam, flowers, and 
birds as imagety in his compositions. Wrth a healthy dose of 
parterns, images, and mk-making techniques, each ofTheodore's 

Linocutnransfee, 40 x a'', n.d. pieces is imbued with his principles of consistency, his love ofthe 
ordinary, and his capacity m be giving. 

Theodore built his compositions with a meticulous methodology 
In A Cbiki o f h e :  Sons andDa+ ofthe W o a  a doctor's hands 
holding up a newborn baby is repeated in a clock-like &on 
forming a complete circle. Appearing ro be linocut images printed 
on newspaper, the repeared images flow like a tidal wave from one 
image to the next. The fieling of an eternal cycle emanates from 
the circle formed and is W e r  accentuated by ten lines converging 
at  it^ center. At the open end of each converging l ie ,  Theodore 
repeated an egg shape onto which photo-transfers of children's hces 
(all different nathaities) have been superimposed. The creative 
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