
his/her agent until all conditions of this chapter have been met and 
the zoning division has granted final approval and acceptance of 
the fmished landscape product. Final approval shall include either a 
landscape inspection conducted by the zoning division or as-built 
certification from a landscape architect or other qualified 
professional, whichever is appropriate, that the landscaping is 
installed and functioning as intended. A temporary certificate of 
occupancy/completion may be issued in those instances where all 
site improvements except landscaping have been completed, and 
where electrical power is required to operate irrigation, or where 
lighting is needed to conduct preliminary business within the 
permitted structures or where weather conditions are not conducive 
to planting. Such temporary issuance is subject to the developer of 
the project certifying in writing that the required landscaping, as 
depicted on the approved plan, will be installed within a time 
period acceptable to the zoning manager. The applicant may be 
required to post as surety a letter of credit or cash escrow with the 
board of county commissioners in a form acceptable to the county. 
Such surety, if posted, shall be in an amount no less than one 
hundred twenty-five (125) percent of the estimated cost of 
completing the approved landscape plan including, but not limited 
to, plant material, irrigation and labor. Failure to satisfactorily 
complete the required landscaping within the specified time period 
shall be grounds for the immediate and summary revocation of the 
temporary certificate of occupancy/completion by the county 
and/or the forfeiture of the bond fund. 

(f) Maintenance. All requisite landscaping, whether 
preserved or newly planted, must demonstrate health and viability 
after issuance of the certificate of occupancy/completion. The 
county may perform a courtesy inspection of the landscaping 
within ninety (90) days after issuance of the certificate of 
occupancy/completion. If the landscaping appears to be under 
stress, staff shall notify the property owner. A compliance 
inspection will be performed approximately one (l) year after 
issuance of a certificate of occupancy/completion, or after actual 
landscape installation, whichever occurred last. Alternatively, a 
landscape architect or other qualified professional, whichever is 
appropriate, may certify in writing to the zoning division that the 
landscape functions as designed and has been maintained properly. 
If the landscaping is not viable, notice shall be given to the 
property owner, and the property owner shall be responsible for 
restoring the landscaping within a time period acceptable to the 
zonmg manager. 
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* * * 

(i) Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to 
prohibit or be enforced to prohibit any property owner from 
implementing County-approved low impact development 
techniques for storm water management and capture or Florida 
friendly landscaping on his/her land. 

In all other respects, section 24-3 shall remain unchanged. 

Section 3. Subsection (a) of Section 24-4 is amended to read as follows, with 

underlines showing additions and strikethroughs showing deletions, and a new subsection (1) and 

a new subsection (m) are added to Section 24-4, Orange County Code of Ordinances, to read as 

follows: 

Sec. 24-4. General design and development standards. 

(a) Vehicular use areas. 

(1) Landscaping adjacent to right-of 
way/roadway. Where a vehicular use area lies adjacent to a public 
or private roadway (a vehicular use area shall be deemed adjacent 
to the roadway} if it lies within seventy-five (75) feet of the 
roadway, landscaping shall be provided as follows: 

a. A landscape strip at least seven (7) 
feet in width. Groundcover shall be used on this landscape strip; 
however, turf, turf grass or sod shall not be permitted for use on 
this landscape strip. 

b. One (1) shade tree for each forty (40) 
lineal feet, or fraction thereof; 

c. A continuous hedge at least thirty 
(30) inches high at planting of a species capable of growing to at 
least thirty-six (36) inches in height within eighteen (18) months, 
which hedge shall be maintained at a height not less than thirty-six 
(36) inches. The height of the hedge shall be measured from 
parking lot grade; and 
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d. Where wheel stops are not used, the 
required plantings shall not be planted within two (2) feet of the 
curb, to allow for vehicle overhang. 

e. Reasonable breaks in landscaping in 
vehicular use areas shall be made to allow pedestrian access 
through parking areas to points of destination. 

(2) Landscaping adjacent to other properties. 
Where a vehicular use area lies is adjacent to other property (a 
vehicular use area shall be deemed adjacent to other property if it 
lies within thirty (30) feet of the property boundary), landscaping 
shall be installed to screen the vehicular use area from the adjacent 
properties as follows: 

a. Where a vehicular use area is 
adjacent to properties zoned or designated for residential use on the 
official zoning maps or the future land use map of the 
comprehensive policy plan, a landscape buffer shall be provided. 
The buffer shall be completely opaque from the ground to height of 
at least six (6) feet and shall be a minimum of seven (7) feet in 
width. The buffer may utilize a masonry wall, berm, planted and/or 
existing vegetation, or any combination thereof which maintains 
the minimum requirements. The buffer shall be four (4) feet in 
height and seventy (70) percent opaque at planting and be capable 
of attaining full height and opacity within three (3) years. The 
buffer shall have at least one (1) shade tree every fifty (50) feet of 
common lot line or fraction thereof. 

b. Where the adjacent property is zoned 
or designated for nonresidential use, or where the adjacent property 
maintains a conforming hedge, hedge/berm or wall, the provisions 
of subsection (a)(2)a. above may not apply, except for the tree 
planting provisions, which provision shall apply along the property 
line regardless of the proximity of the vehicular use area. 

c. For sites where spacing between 
nonresidential structures is ten (10) feet or more, regardless of 
whether the separation is utilized for a vehicular use area, a shade 
tree at fifty (50) foot on center shall be planted to comply with 
section 9-118(m)(1)' 

d. The provisions of this section shall 
not apply in the following situations: 
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1. When the property line abuts 
a dedicated alley or railroad right-of-way; and/or 

2. for those portions of the 
property where a nonresidential structure is opposite and within ten 
(10) feet of another nonresidential structure located on the abutting 
property. 

e. Plantings required in this section 
may be counted against the buffer requirements of section 24-5. 

f. Reasonable breaks in landscaping in 
vehicular use areas shall be made to allow pedestrian access 
through parking areas to points of destination. 

(3) Interior landscaping. Landscaped areas 
shall be provided within any interior vehicular use areas to provide 
visual and climatic relief from broad expanses of pavement and to 
define logical areas for pedestrian and vehicular circulation. This 
subsection shall only apply to paved vehicular use areas used for 
employee and customer parking and maneuvering. 

a. An interior vehicular use areas shall be 
deemed to consist of all vehicular use areas except for those 
parking spaces located contiguous to a perimeter for which a 
landscape screen (hedge and trees) is required. 

b. At least ten (10) percent of the interior 
vehicular use area for properties in C-1, C-2 or C-3 zoning 
districts, non-ancillary commercial uses permitted in the p-o 
zoning district by special exception, and commercial components 
of a PD shall be landscaped. Otherwise, at least five (5) percent of 
the remaining interior vehicular use area shall be landscaped. 

c. Each separate landscaped area shall be a 
minimum of twenty-five (25) square feet, with one (1) shade tree 
planted for each one hundred (100) square feet of required interior 
landscaping. All landscaped areas adjacent to parking areas shall 
be protected from vehicle encroachment by curbing or wheel stops. 

d. A maximum of ten (10) continuous 
parking spaces shall be permitted without a landscape break. The 
landscape break shall be a minimum of eight (8) feet in length and 
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eight (8) feet in width and include one (1) shade tree of an 
acceptable species. Landscape breaks that are head-to-head and are 
eight (8) feet by sixteen (16) feet shall require two (2) shade trees. 
The shade tree shall be a minimum of ten (10) feet in height with a 
three-inch caliper. As an alternative, landscaped seven-foot wide 
center medians located between all lineal rows of parking which 
face head-to-head may be provided, with one (1) shade tree 
provided per sixty (60) lineal feet of median. 

e. A landscaped island (singular or head-to­
head) shall be required at the ends of each row of parking spaces. 
Where singular, one (1) tree shall be required. Where head-to-head, 
two (2) trees shall be required. 

f. Turf, turf grass, or sod shall not be 
permitted for use in landscape areas within any interior vehicle use 
areas. 

* * * 

(1) (l) All plans subject to commercial site plan 
review shall include a landscape plan and plant schedule, described 
at subsection 24-3(b)(8) of this code, which shall demonstrate the 
following ratio amounts of plants in accordance with the 
appropriate water use and irrigation needs, based on the drought 
tolerance and soil moisture categories listed in the Florida Friendly 
Plant List; provided, however that those portions of the landscape 
plan dedicated to golf course greens, tees, fairways, primary 
roughs, or vegetation associated with intensive recreational areas 
such as playgrounds and football, baseball, and soccer fields shall 
be exempt from this section (hereafter "40/40/20 plan"): 

• no more than 20% of proposed plant 
material shall be in a high water use zone as described in section 
24-6 of this code; 

• no less than 40% of the proposed plant 
material shall be in a low water use zone as described in section 
24-6 of this code; and 

• the remaining proposed plant material may 
be in a moderate or low water use zone as described in section 24-6 
of this code. 

The plan shall reflect a calculation of the required percentages 
described above based upon the total square footage of the area to 

11
 



be landscaped. In no case shall turf exceed 60% of the total square 
footage of the area(s) to be landscaped not including qualified 
retention ponds. 

(2) As an option to the landscape planning 
principles described at (1)( I), above, Florida Friendly landscaping 
principles, as described at paragraph 373.185(l)(b), Florida 
Statutes (2009), and this Code, may be utilized for the entire 
landscape plan; however, in no case shall turf exceed 60% of the 
total square footage of the area(s) to be landscaped not including 
qualified retention ponds. For purposes of utilizing this option, 
Florida friendly landscaping means quality landscapes that 
conserve water, protect the environment, are adaptable to local 
conditions, and are drought tolerant. The principles of such 
landscaping include planting the right plant in the right place, 
efficient watering, appropriate fertilization, mulching, attraction of 
wildlife, responsible management of yard pests. recycling yard 
waste, reduction of storm water runoff, and waterfront protection. 
Additional components include practices such as landscape 
planning and design, soil analysis, the appropriate use of solid 
waste compost, minimizing the use of irrigation, and proper 
maintenance. 

(3) In no case shall a landscape plan incorporate 
the use of prohibited invasive exotic plant species as described in 
section 581.091, Florida Statutes (2009). 

(4) In either case, the landscape plan shall 
contain certification by the landscape architect or other qualified 
professional, whichever is appropriate, that the landscape plan is 
designed in compliance with this Code and the certification shall 
be submitted to the County as a component of the initial submittal 
of the commercial site plan. Such certification shall be stated 
directly on the landscape plan. 

(m) Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to 
prohibit or be enforced to prohibit any property owner from 
implementing County-approved low impact development 
techniques for storm water management and capture or Florida 
friendly landscaping on his/her land. 

In all other respects, section 24-4 shall remain unchanged. 
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Section 4. Subsection (a), (b) and (c) of Section 24-6, Orange County Code of 

Ordinances, are hereby amended to read as follows with underlines showing additions and 

strikethroughs showing deletions: 

Sec. 24-6. Water-efficient landscape. 

(a) Purpose. Because water restrictions have become a 
common occurrence in Central Florida, the county is incorporating 
water-efficient landscape standards into this section; however, 
where reuse water is utilized, water efficient landscaping may be 
inappropriate. Xeriscape+M is a set of landscape design and 
maintenance principles 'Nhich promote good horticultural practice 
and the economic and efficient use of water. The term 
Xeriscape+M is the registered trademark of the National 
Xeriscape+M Council and means 'llater conserving, drought tolerant 
landscaping or simply the use of appropriate plant materials that do 
not require special attention and '.vhich require little supplemental 
water to grow properly. Xeriscape+M designs do not resemble 
desert landscapes, but reflect the lush traditional appearance of 
Florida gardens. 

(b) Water-efficient design. The following water-
efficient principles shall be considered when designing a 40/40/20 
the-Iandscape plan as described in section 24-4 of this code: 

(I) Design. Tree and plant material shall be 
grouped into zones designated by the water requirements of the 
plants so that plants are grouped together by irrigation demand. 
The water use zones shall be shovm delineated on the landscape 
plan. Plants of lovier "vater use may be used in a zone of higher 
water use, but higher water use plants shall not be placed into a 
lower "vater use zone. All nNewly installed }3l-aflts trees may 
require regular watering for illLJQ the first year to become 
established. Installed trees and vegetation shall be spaced and 
located to accommodate their mature size on the site. The water 
use zones are as follows: 

a. Higher water use zone. A zone 
containing plants which are generally associated with meist low to 
no drought tolerance and wet soilsand require supplemental water~ 

in addition to natural rainfall to survive. This zone includes most 
turf grass areas. 
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b. Moderate water use zone. A zone 
containing plants which survive on natural rainfall ~with 
supplemental water during seasonal dry periods are generally 
associated with medium drought tolerance and medium drained 
soils. This zone includes £t. Augustine, Bahia and other turf grass 
areatr. 

c. Low water use zone. A zone 
contammg plants which survive on natural rainfall v/ithout 
supplemental \vater are generally associated with high drought 
tolerance and well drained soil. 

In all zones, the plant palette and irrigation system shall be 
appropriate for site and soil conditions. 

(2) Plant selection. In preparing the landscape 
P1!!h..plant material shall be selected that is best suited to withstand 
the growing and soil conditions which are found in the 
microclimate of each particular location on a site. Plant species 
that are freeze and drought tolerant are preferred. 

(3) Turf grass. Turf grass areas shall be 
consolidated and limited to those areas on the site that receive 
pedestrian traffic, provide for recreational uses, provide soil 
erosion control such as on slopes or in swales, where turf grass is 
used as a design unifier, or other similar practical use. The 
landscape plan shall label the intended use of turf areas. 

(4) Mulch. A layer of organic mulch, installed 
to a minimum depth of two (2) inches~ shall be specified on the 
landscape plans in plant beds and around individual trees in turf 
grass areas. Mulch shall not be required in annual beds. 

(5) Irrigation. Reuse water shall -may--be used 
as defined in chapter 37 of this code. The irrigation system shall 
be designed to correlate to the organization of plants into zones as 
described in (b)(1 )a-above. All irrigation systems shall conform to 
the requirements set forth in Chapter 37 of this code and shall be 
certified by the licensed contractor or licensed professional to be in 
compliance with Chapter 37 irrigation system requirements in 
design; certification shall include language providing that the 
system shall be installed in compliance with the Chapter 37 
irrigation system requirements. This certification shall be 
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submitted to the County on the landscape plan. 

The ,>,,rater use zones shall be shown on the irrigation plan, 'Nhen 
required by this part. Irrigation shall be required as follows: 

a. High water use zonc. All portions of 
high water use zones shall be provided with central automatic 
irrigation systems. 

b. },loderate water use zone. All 
portions of moderate water use zones shall be provided '<'lith a 
readily available ',vater supply within twenty five (25) feet. 

c. Low weter use zone. All portions of 
10'>',' \vater use zones shall be provided with a readily available 
water supply within fifty (50) feet. 

Turf grass areas shall be irrigated on separate irrigation 
zones from tree, shalb and ground cover beds. Moisture sensor 
and/or rain gauge equipment shall be required on automatic 
irrigation systems to avoid irrigation during periods of sufficient 
rainfall. The use of lovy' \vater volume, emitter or target irrigation 
is preferred for trees, shrubs and ground covers. No significant 
in'igation overthrow shall be allowed onto impervious surfaces. 

(6) Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed 
to prohibit or be enforced to prohibit any property owner from 
implementing County-approved low impact development 
techniques for storm water management and capture or Florida 
friendly landscaping on his/her land. 

(c) Reuse water design. 'Nhere reuse water is utilized, 
the design principles of water efficient landscaping may be used in 
conjunction with plantings consistent with the volume of reuse 
water to be discharged on the property. 

In all other respects, section 24-6 shall remain unchanged. 

Section 5. Section 24-7, Orange County Code of Ordinances, is hereby amended to 

read as follows with underlines showing additions and strikethroughs showing deletions: 
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Sec. 24-7. Irrigation. 

(a) A permanent underground central irrigation system 
or temporary irrigation system, as appropriate, providing uniform 
one hlHldred (l00) percent coverage of all landscape/buffer areas is 
required and shall be designed and installed so as to conform to the 
requirements set forth in Chapter 37 of this code. This central 
irrigation system shall use reuse water if the reuse source is 
adjacent to the parcel boundary and available with adequate 
capacity and pressure. All nonreuse central irrigation systems shall 
have a rain sensor device or sViitch '.vhich viill override the 
irrigation cycle of the sprinkler system vlhen adequate rainfall has 
occurred. The requirement for central irrigation providing uniform 
one hundred (laO) percent coverage may be waived by the 
planning manager under the following circumstances: 

(1) When site dimensions and landscape 
requirements could be serviced by micro-irrigation at the base of 
the planter, within the drip line of the tree or by handheld hose or 
watering can spigots within fifty (50) feet of all planted material; 

(2.) Where native plant habitat is retained; 

(3) Where water-efficient landscaping and 
irrigation is proposed as defined in section 24-6. 

(b) An irrigation plan shall be provided which shall 
clearly indicate by note whether irrigation is permanent or 
temporary for the purpose of establishing plant material. 

Section 6. A new Section 24-11, Orange County Code of Ordinances, IS hereby 

created to read as follows with underlines showing additions: 

Sec. 24-11 Exemptions. 

(a) Development applications involving one (1) single 
family residence or a duplex residential project, on either a single 
lot or parcel, are exempt from the requirements of this chapter. 

(b) Bona-fide agricultural activities as defined in the 
Florida Right to Farm Act (Section 823.14, Florida Statutes 
(2009)) are exempt from the requirements of this chapter provided 
that fertilizers are applied in accordance with the appropriate Best 
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Management Practices Manual adopted by the Florida Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Office of Agricultural 
Water Policy for the crop in question. 

Section 7. A new Subsection (c) is added to Section 34-131, Orange County Code of 

Ordinances, to read as follows with underlines showing additions: 

Sec. 34-131 Preliminary Subdivision Plan and Supporting 
Data. 

(c) (l) Landscape Plan. All preliminary subdivision 
plans submitted after October I, 2010, shall include a landscape 
plan. The landscape plan design for any common or recreation 
areas lots within the subdivision, but not including storm water 
management areas, shall: 

a. contain no more than 60% turf, as defined in 
section 24-2 of this Code, based upon the total square footage of 
landscaped and irrigated common areas, but not including qualified 
retention ponds and storm water conveyance systems; provided 
however, that no more than 60% of the landscaping on individual 
residential lots may be turf, and 

b. conform to the submittal requirements set 
forth in Chapter 24 of this Code. 

(2) In no case shall a landscape plan incorporate 
the use of prohibited invasive exotic plant species as described in 
section 581.091, Florida Statutes (2009). 

(3) The landscape plan shall contain certification by 
the landscape architect or other qualified professional, whichever is 
appropriate, that the landscape is designed in compliance with this 
Code. The certification shall be stated directly on the preliminary 
subdivision plan and shall be submitted to the County as a 
component of the initial submittal of the preliminary subdivision 
plan. Furthermore, the landscape plan shall contain certification by 
the developer that the landscape plan will hereafter be maintained 
in compliance with this Code and that such maintenance 
obligations shall be included in the deed restrictions associated 
with the subdivision. 

(4) The following are exempt from the 
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req uirements of Chapter 24 of this Code and from this section: 

a. Development applications involving 
one (1) single family residence or a duplex residential project, on 
either a single lot or parcel, and 

b. Bona-fide agricultural actIvItIes as 
defined in the Florida Right to Farm Act (Section 823.14, Florida 
Statutes (2009)) provided that fertilizers are applied in accordance 
with the appropriate Best Management Practices Manual adopted 
by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, 
Office of Agricultural Water Policy for the crop in question. 

(5) Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed 
to prohibit or be enforced to prohibit any property owner from 
implementing County-approved low impact development 
techniques for storm water management and capture or Florida 
friendly landscaping on his/her land. 

The remaining subsections shall be re-lettered; however, 111 all other 
respects, section 34-131 shall remain unchanged. 

Section 8. Subsection (k) of Section 34-133, Orange County Code of Ordinances, is 

hereby amended to read as follows with underlines showing additions and strikethroughs 

showing deletions: 

Sec. 34-133. Platting Requirements. 

(k) Deed restrictions. The developer shall provide one 
(1) copy of all deed restrictions affecting the subdivision which 
shall include language providing that the landscape plan submitted 
with the preliminary subdivision plan shall be maintained in 
compliance with this Code. This landscape plan compliance 
language cannot be changed without County approval and such 
landscape plan compliance enforcement shall be the responsibility 
of the homeowners association. 

In all other respects, section 34-133 shall remain unchanged. 
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Section 9. Liberal Construction. The provisions of this ordinance shall be liberally 

construed to effectuate its purpose. 

Section 10. Inclusion in the Code. It is the intention of the Board of County 

Commissioners hereby provided that the provisions of this ordinance shall be made a part of the 

Orange County Code; that the sections of this ordinance may be renumbered or re-Iettered to 

accomplish such intention; and that the word "ordinance" may be changed to "section," "article," 

or other appropriate designation. 

Section 11. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect pursuant to general law 

but shall not apply to plans that are submitted to the County prior to October 1,2010. 

ADOPTED THIS DAY OF SEP 222009 ,2009. 

ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA 
By: Board 0 County Commissioners 

By: /) ~/~.4Q",4. 
, / Ric ard T. Crotty
7"Y County Mayor 

ATTEST: Martha O. Haynie, County Comptroller 
As Cler Board 'nty Commissioners 
By:;..-:;::lJ:""'-:: 
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